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KEY-NOTE SPEAKERS
Professor Haridimos Tsoukas

“Information systems as institutionalized reflexivity: Phenomenological insights”  

Friday 25/09/09, 10:00-10:30
Starting from fundamental philosophical questions regarding the nature of organization, Professor Tsoukas will explore the constitutive role of information systems in organizational life, as we experience it. Information systems can be viewed from a process perspective, in the context of professional practice, or in everyday managerial action. In what ways do information systems constrain action, and when do they enable reflection and improvement? The notion of institutionalized reflexivity attempts to provide a new theoretical lens on information systems in organizations.
Haridimos Tsoukas is the George D. Mavros Research Professor of Organization and Management at ALBA Graduate Business School, Greece and a Professor of Organization Studies at Warwick Business School, University of Warwick, UK. He obtained his PhD at the Manchester Business School (MBS), University of Manchester, and has worked at MBS, the University of Warwick, the University of Cyprus, the University of Essex and the University of Strathclyde. He has published widely in several leading academic journals, including the Academy of Management Review, Strategic Management Journal, Organization Studies, Organization Science, Journal of Management Studies, and Human Relations. He was the Editor-in-Chief of Organization Studies (2003-2008) and serves on the Editorial Board of several journals. His research interests include: knowledge-based perspectives on organizations; the management of organizational change and social reforms; the epistemology of practice; and epistemological issues in organization theory. He is the editor (with Christian Knudsen) of The Oxford Handbook of Organization Theory: Meta-theoretical Perspectives (Oxford University Press, 2003). He has also edited Organizations as Knowledge Systems, Palgrave Macmillan, 2004 (with N. Mylonopoulos) and Managing the Future: Foresight in the Knowledge Economy, Blackwell, 2004 (with J. Shepherd).  His book Complex Knowledge: Studies in Organizational Epistemology was published by Oxford University Press in 2005. He is also the author of the book If Aristotle were a CEO (in Greek, Kastaniotis, 2004). 

Professor Dimosthenis Anagnostopoulos
“TAXIS: A successful e-government initiative”

Friday 25/09/09, 10:30-11:00
Dimosthenis Anagnostopoulos is an Associate Professor of Computer Science, in the area of Simulation, at Harokopio University of Athens. He holds a B.Sc. and Ph.D. in Computer Science from the Department of Informatics and Telecommunications, University of Athens.

Since March 2004, he is the General Secretary for Information Systems of the Ministry of Economics and Finance.

He has been involved in several research projects in the area of databases, distributed systems, simulation, open and long distance training and multimedia applications, funded by European Union and national resources. He has published more than 50 papers in international journals and conference proceedings in the area of simulation, distributed systems and web-based systems. He has organized and been invited as a speaker at special sessions of international conferences and serves as a referee and program committee member in numerous international journals. He is a member of IEEE and SCS.

Dr. Konstantinos Glinos

“Cooperation in ICT and e-Infrastructures in the Mediterranean”

Saturday 26/09/09, 14:00-14:30
The Mediterranean region is of strategic importance to the EU, in both economic (trade, energy, migration) and political (security, stability) terms. The strategic importance of the area has been recognised by Europe since many years and politically relevant initiatives have been taken, especially in the last fifteen years (Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, MEDA, ENPI). Information Society is among the priorities of the Action Plan of the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENPI). Cooperation in the field of the Information Society contributes to the sustainable economic and social development of the Euro-Mediterranean region. The fields of cooperation in ICT that need to be intensified include research and ICT for development, connectivity, multilingual e-content, e-health, e-science, e-learning, e-inclusion and e-governement.

There are several European actions towards the realisation of the abovementioned objectives, including many EU funded projects under MEDA, FP6 and currently FP7. The Mediterranean is also considered as priority for the expansion of the European Research Area (ERA) as it is demonstrated by the number of existing European initiatives and e-Infrastructure projects for the region. These projects provide the nesecary research networking infrastructure along with the tools and services required by the scientific community to engage in cooperative research. In the future, as it is foreseen by the Union for the Mediterranean, ICT and e-Infrastructure cooperation are expected to be further reinforced.

Konstantinos Glinos leads the Géant & e-Infrastructures Unit of the Directorate General for Information Society and Media at the European Commission since 2009. From 2003 to 2008 he was Head of the Embedded Systems and Control unit and interim Executive Director of the ARTEMIS Joint Undertaking. Previously he was deputy head of Future and Emerging Technologies. Before Kostas worked with multinational companies and research institutes in the U.S., Greece and Belgium. He holds a diploma in Chemical Engineering from the University of Thessaloniki, a PhD from the University of Massachussets and a MBA in investment management from Drexel University.

